
 
Career Paper 

 
Think about what your work life will be like when you retire and create a paper that will 

explain how you reached your goal (backwards in Time!) 
 

“Start with the End in Mind” 
 
1. What will your ideal job be at your retirement at 65?   

a. What are the requirements?  (Where, how much money will you need per 
year to live doing what you want to?) 

 
2. What job/career position will you have just before retiring at age 65? 

What job/career position will you have… 
a.  At age 55? 

      i. What is the job Description for this job? 
                       ii. What are the requirements for this job?   

 iii. What credential will you need? 
iv. How will you obtain them? 

a. At age 45? 
i. What is the job description for this job? 
ii. What are the requirements for this job? 
iii. What credential will you need? 
iv. How will you obtain them? 

b. At age 35? 
i. What is the job description for this job? 
ii. What are the requirements for this job? 
iii. What credential will you need? 
iv. How will you obtain them? 

c. At age 25? 
i. What is the job description for this job? 
ii. What are the requirements for this job? 
iii. What credential will you need? 
iv. How will you obtain them? 

d. Right after graduation? 
i. What is the job description for this job? 
ii. What are the requirements for this job?? 
iii. What credentials do you need?   
iv. How will you obtain them? 

 
3. What is your salary history? (show all X.ii sections and progression)  Put the 

above information (Question #2) into below Matrix matching the salary over 
time: 

 
 
 
 



 
Age Job Title/Description Requirements Salary Responsibilities 

 
65     
55     
45     
35     
25     
21     
 
 

4. What courses do you need to take as an undergraduate to reach this goal?  
a. Is graduate school required?   
b. What other skill courses/professional development do you need?  
c. How will you finance this? 

 
5. List your course plan to achieve your undergraduate degree: 

 
Freshman  Sophomore  Junior   Senior 
Fall   Spring  Fall Spring Fall  Spring  Fall  Spring 

 
6. What sacrifices will you have to make along the way? (Travel? Quality of life? 

Family? Location?) 
 

7. Conduct an information interview with someone who has your ideal job or 
something similar. Please include name, title, approximate age, and years’ 
experience. ASK the questions below, plus 4 from the informational interview 
sheet (12 total): 

 
a. How did you get your first job? 
b. How did you get your jobs afterwards?  
c. What is your daily routine? 
d. What do you like about your job/career?   
e. What advice do you have for someone entering the field? 
f. What do you dislike about your job/career?        
g. What does it take to be a success? (Qualities?) 
h. What courses would you recommend taking? 

 
Remember: You cannot interview only relatives or other members of a 
family business.  You need to ask others outside of your current 
business to understand/get addition points of view on your career 
choices. 
 

8. What did you learn from this experience? 
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