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Section 1

Background on the Environmental Problem of _______________________________

[This section is where you need to describe:

· WHAT the problem is – be specific (just don’t say people pollute too much, state exactly what the type of pollution is and how it occurs]

· WHY is it a problem – why does this activity harm the environment?

· WHERE is it a problem?

· HOW did this become a problem – what is the history of this issue?

· WHO is affected by this problem?

· WHO is concerned and who is taking action?

· What is the basic view of those who think a remedy is needed to this problem (and state who or what group holds this view)?

· What is the basic view of anyone who doesn’t think a remedy is needed to this problem (and state who or what group holds this view)?

You’ll be able to write this section based on research in a library database, from government reports (such as you might find at www.firstgov.gov), and a Google search (where you should find various organizations that might have information about your environmental problem).  Be sure to note your sources in the reference section at the end of your paper and within your report (use APA style to list the author and date of the item in your text after you cite from it).  You can find more on APA style at:

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPA.html

Section 1 should be about 3 – 4 pages long.]

Section 2

Understanding the Problem from a Social Science Perspective

[In this section, identify and briefly explain the societal, geographical (natural resource), economic, political and cultural aspects of the problem that you think may impact the design and effectiveness of solutions. You should be able to identify several by just thinking about the problem.  Also examine websites and scholarly journals that have information on the problem to help you. You already did part of this section as part of the paper you turned in on 9/27.]

Section 3
Application of Different Techniques to Address the Environmental Problem

1. “Command and Control” 

[Building upon what you turned in on 9/27, identify and explain a “command and control” technique that might resolve your environmental problem. First look for an existing “command and control” technique used in the United States or elsewhere. If there isn’t one, than create a feasible one and explain it.  Also list and explain at least three pros and three cons of the particular command and control technique you selected.]
2. Incentives 

[Identify and explain an incentive technique that might resolve your environmental problem. Develop the incentive on your own. Also list and explain three pros and three cons of your incentive in addressing your environmental problem.]
3. Market-Based Approaches 

[The market-based approach you select must be a tax technique. Building upon what you turned in on 9/27, identify and explain a tax technique that might resolve your environmental problem. First look for an existing tax provision used in the United States or elsewhere. If there isn’t one, than create a feasible one and explain it.  Complete the tax principles analysis chart on the next page and prepare a summary of how well you think the tax will work to resolve the environmental problem and why. (These items are also due on 11/1 so you can turn them in and get feedback before your final report is due.)]
4. Education and Information

[Identify and explain an education and information technique that might resolve your environmental problem. Develop the technique on your own. Also list and explain three pros and three cons of your idea in addressing your environmental problem.]

5. Personal or Corporate Values 

[Building upon what you turned in on 11/22, identify and explain a personal or corporate values technique that might resolve your environmental problem. First look for an existing technique used in the United States or elsewhere. If there isn’t one, than create a feasible one and explain it.  Also list and explain at least three pros and three cons of the particular personal or corporate values technique you selected.]

6. Development and Use of New Technologies

[Identify and explain a new technology technique that might resolve your environmental problem. First look for an existing technique used in the United States or elsewhere. If there isn’t one, than create a feasible one and explain it.  Also list and explain at least three pros and three cons of the particular new technology technique you selected.]

Tax Policy Analysis of My Tax Solution to the Problem of _____________
(Market-based technique)
	Criteria
	Does the proposal satisfy the criteria? (explain)
	+/-

	Does the incentive tie well to the desired goal of the tax? (linkage)

	
	

	Are there problematic secondary/unintended effects? (for example, safety, loss of jobs, etc.)


	
	

	Equity and Fairness – Are similarly situated taxpayers taxed similarly?  Also consider any different effects based on an individual’s income level and where they live.


	
	

	Transparency and Visibility – Will taxpayers know that the tax exists and how and when it is imposed upon them and others?


	
	

	Certainty – Does the rule clearly specify when the tax is to be paid, how it is to be paid, and how the amount to be paid is to be determined?


	
	

	Convenience of payment – is the tax due at a time that is convenient for the payor?


	
	

	Economy in collection – Are the costs to collect the tax at a minimum level for both the government and taxpayers?  Also consider the time needed to implement this tax.


	
	

	Simplicity - can taxpayers understand the rules and comply with them correctly and in a cost-efficient manner?


	
	

	Minimum tax gap – is the likelihood of intentional and unintentional non-compliance likely to be low?


	
	

	Appropriate government revenues – will the government be able to determine how much tax revenue will likely be collected and when?


	
	

	Economic growth and efficiency – will the tax unduly impede or reduce the productive capacity of the economy?


	
	


Summary of the Tax Policy Analysis
[Is your proposal a good one based on linkage and the 10 principles of good tax policy?  Why or why not?  What improvements could be made?  Please consider meeting with Professor Nellen to discuss your findings and what improvements could be made.]

Section 4

Press Release or Advertisement for One of Your Techniques
“Stakeholders need to be convinced first, that there is an environmental problem requiring action and second, that the advocated policy will contribute efficiently to its solution for a new tax to be accepted.” (OECD, 1996)  

[After all of the above analysis, you should know how to “sell” one of your techniques to the public.  What would you say to be sure they know the importance of the environmental problem you are trying to alleviate?  What would you say to help them to understand the technique?  Select any one of the techniques you explained in your report and design a press release or advertisement to help gain public buy-in for that technique.]
Section 5

References

[Be sure to use APA style, but in referencing page in a book or journal, also note the page number.  See http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPA.html for help and examples. There is one example below which ties to the box in Section 4 which you should leave in your paper. Not counting the one below, you should have at least four references that are scholarly articles. You also need to list the websites you used.]

OECD (1996). Implementation Strategies for Environmental Taxes. France: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development.


